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[This is the Audiobook CASSETTE Library Edition in vinyl case.] [Read by Frederick Davidson] The

Kingdom is the story of a country -- a country of astonishing contrasts, where routine computer

printouts open with the words ''In the name of God,'' where men who grew up in goat-hair tents now

dominate the money markets of the world, and where murderers and adulterers are publicly

executed in the street. By its own reckoning, this country is just entering the fifteenth century.  The

Kingdom is also the story of a family -- a family that has fought its way from poverty and obscurity

into wealth and power the likes of which the world has never known, a family characterized by fierce

loyalty among its members, ruthlessness toward its enemies, and dedication to one of the world's

most severe and demanding creeds.  The Kingdom is Saudi Arabia -- the only country in the world

to bear the name of the family that rules it. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition

of this title.
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''[Lacey's] grasp of Saudi thinking and purposes is most intensely felt in the final, 1973-and-after,

section -- where he is able to make sympathetically intelligible, even inescapable, everything from

the oil boycott to the Saudis' nonconservation of their one valuable resource, from their tolerance of

internal dissidence to their outrage at the TV-film Death of a Princess.'' --Kirkus Reviews ''(Narrator)

Frederick Davidson's well-paced, crisp, and forthright reading commands the listener's attention.''

--AudioFile  --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

ROBERT LACEY is the coauthor of The Year 1000 and the author of such bestselling books as



Majesty, The Kingdom, and The Queen Mother's Century. He lives in London. --This text refers to

an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Very well written, this story follows the life and times in Arabia of the founder of modern day Saudi

Arabia and his sons from the early years of the 20th Century through the 1970's. The author pays

close attention to the mind set of these Arab leaders that is essential to understanding the attitudes

and motives of later Saudi rules right up to current times. If you want to understand what drives the

Saudi society and government today, you need to read this book to gain an understanding of the

foundiing family.

Very informative! This book deserves more attention than it has received. Well written!

An absolute classicAnd perhaps required reading

Delivered as expected, on time, on price

Matches up well to what I learned about Saudi Arabia by working there in the 1990's, plus

background info I was unaware of at the time. Exceptionally interesting.

brilliant sociological and moral summary of the people of Saudi Arabia. a must for anyone intending

to go there.

Very knowledgable read.

This book is a very readable history of Saudi Arabia. The scope of the research done by Robert

Lacey is impressive.
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